
 
 

 
 
 

Ronan Rafferty Stakes Out a Piece of History at Machrihanish Dunes  

Golf Great Tells Why He Couldn’t Resist  

 

For Immediate Release 

 

Machrihanish, Scotland – March 9, 2010 – The Village at Machrihanish Dunes has something new to 

crow about in addition to the world’s most natural golf course.  The property recently announced that 

European golf great and victorious 1989 Ryder Cup Team Member Ronan Rafferty has joined the ranks 

of Freehold Fractional owners at the Village’s Ugadale Golf Cottages in Machrihanish, Scotland.  The 

first of several exciting resort real estate offerings being developed at Machrihanish Dunes, the Golf 

Cottages are two-bedroom luxury accommodations overlooking both the Atlantic Ocean and the famous 

opening hole at Machrihanish Golf Club, considered by many to be the finest first hole in the world.  

 

“It’s well known that I like to play golf by the sea.  I’d seen the pictures, read the articles, it was time to 

sample the links at Machrihanish Dunes,” said Ronan Rafferty on a recent visit to Machrihanish Dunes. 

 

The ever-affable Rafferty’s passion for the game of golf has entertained fans for decades, and now he is 

showing that same passion for the David McLay Kidd-designed course at Machrihanish Dunes, and 

telling the world why he couldn’t resist owning his very own piece of history. 
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“If other courses have taken 100 years to get where they are today,” said Rafferty. “Machrihanish Dunes 

is there already.  It’s not just the sea spray and the scenery; it’s the fact that every hole has something to 

offer. My friends and I begged to come back.  So I have, as an owner.  And so, a cottage by the sea and a 

fab golf course to wander await.  Who needs summertime when you have a links course all year round at 

your front door?” 

 

In the near future, plans call for the Village at Machrihanish Dunes to add additional accommodation 

options and amenities.  The restoration of two historical hotels, the Ugadale Hotel located right next door 

to the Ugadale Cottages in Machrihanish, and the Royal Hotel on Campbeltown Harbour in 

Campbeltown, are slated to open in early 2011 and provide additional luxury rooms and elegant dining 

options to area visitors.   

-more- 

 

A grand clubhouse and other real estate options, including single-family holiday homes, are also 

envisioned for the Village.  In the end, The Village at Machrihanish Dunes will offer links golf enthusiasts 

– and anyone who appreciates the beauty of this unspoiled corner of Scotland – the very best of 

everything.  

 

About Ronan Rafferty   

Ronan Rafferty was born in Newry, Northern Ireland on January 12, 1964.  At the age of fifteen, he won 

the British Boys title.  He played in the Walker Cup at age seventeen. He also tied for first place with 

Peter McEvoy in the 1980 English Open Amateur Stroke Play Championship for the Brabazon Trophy. 

The most notable achievement of Rafferty's professional career came in 1989, when he finished Number 

One in the European Tour Order of Merit  and played on the victorious Ryder Cup Team at The Belfry 

in England..  He came close to breaking the then-record for consecutive cuts made on the European 

Tour in the early 1990s. In total, he has seven wins on the tour, all of which came between 1989 and 

1993. 

Rafferty now plays occasionally on various Tour events as he prepares for the Senior Tour, and is 

involved in broadcasting, where he works as a commentator and analyst, and golf course design. He 

regularly appears on Setanta Golf's coverage of the PGA Tour. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walker_Cup�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_McEvoy�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brabazon_Trophy�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Tour_Order_of_Merit�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Setanta�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PGA_Tour�


 
 

Since its grand opening in July of 2009, international golf journalists who visited the new links course 

have labelled Machrihanish Dunes “the next great golf experience,” and “the world’s most natural golf 

course.”  The course has since graced the covers of many golf publications.  The creation of Scottish golf 

course architect David McLay Kidd, Machrihanish Dunes is the first course ever to have been built on a 

site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).   

 

Working hand-in-hand with Scottish National Heritage, Kidd and the course’s developers carefully 

created Machrihanish Dunes in a way that would have the least possible impact on the beautiful natural 

environment.  Machrihanish Dunes was built without machinery and in a way that hearkens back to the 

way courses were designed at the turn of the 20th Century, when Old Tom Morris was at work next door 

at Machrihanish Golf Club designing the famed links course there.   

-more- 

 

The Ugadale Cottages, the official accommodations of the Machrihanish Dunes Golf Club, are situated in 

the heart of Machrihanish and only moments away from Campbeltown on the Mull of Kintyre. Directly 

across from the first tee of the world-renowned Machrihanish Golf Club, the Ugadale Cottages offer 

world-class accommodations as well as world-class golf. 

  

The Ugadale Cottages offer guests a taste of new luxury: something that was heretofore scarcely found in 

this part of Scotland. Each cottage has two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen and a comfortable living 

space with flat-screen television and working fireplace. The seven cottages are luxuriously appointed with 

all the amenities one would expect to find in the world’s finest hotels, but with a Scottish flavour and the 

kind of warm hospitality this part of the world is known for.  Add to all this the quaint Old Clubhouse 

Pub, with its fine fare and welcoming atmosphere, and the Village’s breathtaking views of the Atlantic 

Ocean, and you have a destination that’s unrivalled in the world of links golf. 

 

About Southworth Development  

 

Southworth Development LLC is a privately held company specializing in the development of residential 

resort and hospitality-branded real estate communities. Founded by developer David Southworth, 

Southworth Development’s expertise includes master-planned community development; asset 

management; golf course construction management; resort, hotel, golf, spa, fitness and country club 

management; and related sales and marketing services.  

 

http://www.southworthdevelopment.com/�


 
 

Today, through Southworth’s wholly owned subsidiaries, Southworth Golf and Southworth Europe Ltd., 

Southworth has become a leader in the international resort and golf development industry, having served 

as investor; asset manager; golf course construction manager; resort, hotel, golf spa, fitness and country 

club manager and marketing and sales consultant for numerous high-profile properties throughout the 

United States, The Caribbean and Europe.  

 

For more information contact Nancy Powers at npowers@southworthdevelopment.com or call 

508.548.4969.  
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